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Résumé :
In Canada, justice-involved women experiencing homelessness (JIWEH)
represent one of the most marginalized populations. Their life trajectories are frequently shaped by adverse childhood experiences, trauma during adolescence and adulthood, and major family and social disruptions (e.g., incarceration, homelessness). These experiences profoundly influence how they perceive themselves, construct their identity, and believe they are perceived by others. Many describe low self-esteem and persistent feelings of difference, rejection, and stigma linked to their life histories. Although research has examined identity among people exiting homelessness or desisting from crime, very few studies focus on women who experience both processes simultaneously. Yet, this dual stigma makes it even more difficult for them to feel accepted and integrated into society.

This presentation draws on findings from my thesis based on a qualitative study with 20 Canadian women exiting homelessness and desisting from crime. Participants completed a first interview following McAdams’ (2008) life story method and a second inspired by Abes and al. (2007) model to explore their identity dimensions. Results highlight how JIWEH construct their narrative identity at the intersection of multiple identity dimensions and structural oppressions, and how this narrative work shapes their pathways out of

